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THE 



PREFACE. 



THOUG H it is impertinent to trouble 
the Publick with tny private Affairst 
yet I thought myfelf under a Neceffity of pub- 
liflring the following Sheets, in order to take off 
part of that Load of Infamy that has been laid 
upon me, and induftrioufly propagated by thofe 
1 did not expeSi it jrom > yet not content with 
£ at I have been attacked in the publick News- 
Papers, firjl in a concealed, fince in an open 
Manner, by Lancelot Lee, who 1 thought was 
no more concerned in this Affair than the ^ueen 
of Spain. But he may, for private and par- 
ticular Reafons, be fond of flowing what he 
is capable of. My Deftgn is to relate Truth 
and plain Matters of Faff ; by which it will 
appear I am Culpable in fome Things, (as 
what Man is there that is not) yet I deferve 
not that bafe and fcandalous Treatment I have 
met with. 

I wrote this on my firjl hearing of the 

monflrous Crimes I was charged with, which 
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The PREFACE. 

/ hope will palliate for that warmth of Ex- 
prefjion that difcovers itfelf at the beginnings 

andfome other parts of the following Pages. 

I told G~v~e Sc — e my De/ign, wi/h'd 
him to afk me not to do it ; he defy'd me j 
yet I pub/i/hed not, nor ever, Jhould (becaufe 
I am forced to introduce private Converfations 
and the Names of many worthy Perfons) but 
through the perfuafion of fome Friends, who 
were of Opinion that Lee's Letter made it 
abfolutely necejary, and would be a fufficient 
excufe for my Jo doing ; yet it is Matter of 
real Concern to me, and I fincerely ajk their 
Pardon. 

I fubmit the whole A fair to the Publick, 
not doubting of their impartial and candid 
Judgment. 



Pinkney, Nov. 
1 6, 1747. 

Tho. Eft. Crefswell. 
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SIR, 



TO your eternal Shame and Confu- 
fion, and of your Brother Fred's, 
L — 's, and your Sifter's Elizabeth 
S — ; I publifh this true State of 
the Cafe between her and me. 
• If you think I have injured your Sifter, be 
yourfelf that noble Gentleman my Love once 
thought you, and feek to redrefe her Wrongs by 
Ways becoming a Man, and a Gentleman, and 
ceafe publishing Things that you all know are 
Lies, Defamation and Slander, as the follow- 
ing Narrative fhall make appear. Your Brother 
Tom, as a Man of Honour, fcorns fuch Actions ; 
to him as fuch, after expreffing a proper Dip 
dain for an infignificant Threat, I referred my-> 
&lf at the Beginning, but being refufcd, I refer 
myfelf to the Publick. 

A little after Chrijlmas, 1734, as I was 

reading of Prayers in the Family at Sidbury, 

I heard a fudden Noife, turned my Head 
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[ I ] 

about, faw your Sifter, your poor unfortu- 
nate Sifter, lay flat on the Floor ; I inftantly 
jumped up, and took her in my Arms, 
your Brother Fred, was' in the Room ; when fhe 
came to herfelf again, fhe inquired how (he 
came feared as fhe was, and we told her the 
Accident; prefehtly after fhe cried out, Good 
God, Coufin, I am going to die, farewell, for 
ever; farewell Fred, and again went into a- Fit; 
Fred, and I both really thought fb, fhe never 
having had a Fit before ; he fell a Roaring and 
Crying, I cried not, but was exceffively fhOfked, 
having then the fame and as great Regartl for 
her, as though fhe had beeft my Sifter; this re- 
peatedly happened three or four Times in the. 
fame Manner •, at length I obferved Fred's Cry- 
ing concerned that then good-natur'd Creature, 
even in her Agonies ; I chid Fred, feverely, 
which turned his Paffion another Way, I fup. 
pofe, for it prevented his Crying ; we carried her 
lip Stairs-, and had her put to Bed ; after fhe 
was in Bed we went to fee how fhe did, her 
Fits had not as yet quite left her, but they were 
much fhorter, and the Intervals between them 
much longer than before. As I was fitting on 
the-Bed-4ide - by her, fhe violently feized one of 
my Hands, anil clapped it on her Side, and 
with Vehemence faid, it is here ; it is here ; I 
prefied as hard as I could, having obferved her 
Father to do fo many Years before in Litchfield- 
Stre'eT; when fhe was out of Order ; but not ob- 
ferving that it did any good, I ceafed preffing 

and 



and took my Hand away -, afterwards fhe, in 
a more gentle Manner, took my Hand, put ij 
near . the fame Place again, and more gently 
fiid, it is here; it is here ; fo I let my Hand 
remain there, but preffed not ; in a little Time 
a Warmth diffufed itfelf over her Hands, Face, 
Breads, and I fuppofe over her whole Body ; 
her Fits left her, and Ihe became chearful. As 
J ever had a great Opinion of Exercjfe, parti- 
cularly of Riding on Horfeback, I prefcribed 
that to her ; and fhe, Fred, and I, every Day 
indulged ourfelves in that innocent Amufement, 
till fhe was quite recovered ; then we all came 
together to London, your Father lodging then 
in Warwick-Court. As I had then as violent a 
Paffion for Play, as you have now, I very fel- 
dom faw your Sifter, J remember but once, 
except in Company with your Father, and then 
we had no Difcourfe of Love, Matrimony, or 
any Thing like it ; fhe was learning to dance, 
and your Father, when he went out of Town, 
left her at my Unkle M~-t-^ 's, where I lived, 
that flic might perfect herfelf in that Art. Sum- 
mer and Horfe-Races came on, I never miffed 
any that are frequented by the Londoners, there- 
fore was but little at Home. Never once, as I 
can remember, at that Time of her being in 
London, did I ever go with her to any Place of 
Diverfion ; when fhe went out of Town, Fred. 
who had taken her a Place in the Lincoln Stage- 
Coach, and who was to meet us at the Inn, 
told us, or your Sifter told me a wrong Time, 
B 2 for 



[ 4 ] 
for fhe and I were at the Inn alone, full two 
Hours before the Stage-Coach fet out, or Fred. 
came, but we had no Difcourfe of Love or 
any Thing particular, as I can remember ; yet, 
at this Place, I kifled her three or four Times, 
having in my Life never done fo before, ex- 
cept faluting her at proper Seafons can be called 
fo ; never had taken her by the Hand as I fat 
by her but once, and tho' my Grandmother 
came into the Room, Aid did not offer to take it 
away, but dropped a Handkerchief on both 
our Hands, by which I underftood, that tho' 
fhe difliked not the Thing, fhe had rather my 
Grandmother mould not fee it ; but I had often 
felt her Breafts, fhe frequently defiring me to 
do it, faying it would make them grow. Pre- 
fently after fhe went out of Town, my Aunt 

M—t—n told me, that fhe was fure Betty S e 

was in Love with me, becaufe fhe was fo very 
unhappy at the Thoughts of leaving London, 
where fhe had no Pleafure or Diverfion, to go 
to Lincoln, ■ where fhe would have a great Deal •, 
that tho' fhe pretended it was at the Thoughts 
of leaving of her, yet fhe was fure it was for 
leaving of me: She then afked, whether I had 
ever talked to her of Love or Matrimony, I af- 
fured her that I never had, and that I was fure 
fhe could have no Thoughts of marrying me, 
For it was the conflant Difcourfe of my Grand- 
mother and me, that I fhould be abfolutely 
ruined, if I matT ied a Woman of fmall Fortune, 
and that I always declared I would not. Being, 

as 
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as I before faid, very much from Home, I 
had not taken Notice of her great Uneafinefs, 
fo I inquired into the Manner of her Beha- 
viour, and found out, tha> had fhe loft all her 
Friends and Relations, fhe could not have 
fhewed more Concern ; yet fhe never had be- 
fore me, no, not even when I parted with her 
at the Inn ; this brought into my Mind her Be- 
haviour after her Fit. The Day after fhe had 
that Fit, my Grandmother took me into the 
great Parlour, and made me promife that I 
would never marry her: Thefe Confiderations 
made me, fancy that poffibly fhe might love 
me, and thoroughly rooted it in my Memory. 

At that Time my Grandmother and I con- 
ftantly correfponded, and when fhe knew that 
your Sifter had left London, fhe freely, in her 
Letters, talked to me about her ; charged me 
with a Defign of marrying her, I affured her 
I would not, and defired her never to let her 
come to Sidbttry again, which fhe partly pro- 
mifed me ; yet the next Time I went to Sidbury I 
found her there : She was in good Health when 
I came, but fhe gradually faded away, and 
was reduced to a mere Shadow: I confulted 
the Doctor that attended her, and he affured 
me that unlefs fhe altered, fhe would quickly 
die; that he had tryed all the Medicines he 
could think of, and he defpaired of her; I then 
ferioufly reflected what I had beft to do, and 

came 
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came to this Refolution; to tell her I would 
marry her, arid when fhe was recovered, toafiure 
her it was impoffible, and advife her never to 
fee me more. This I performed, and without 
any Apology or Preface whatever, faid two or 
three Words, on which me almoft inftantaneoufly 
recovered, and I left her and went to London '? 
at which Place I next faw her, behaved very 
furlily and brutifhly to her, faw her as feldorn 
as I poffibly could ; which (he obferving, de- 
fied to talk with me alone ; fhe told me, fhe 
knew why I behaved fo, gave me up my Pro- 
mife, and affured me that fhe herfelf would not 
marry, to her own Ruin, any Man in the World 
unlefs fhe loved him, which fhe was litre I did 
not her ; defired me to alter my Behaviour to 
her, for fhe could not bear it ; that flie would 
go to Lincoln, never fee me more, and endea- 
vour to conquer her Paflion. To Lincoln fhe 
went, where fhe had, I believe, a violent Fit pf 
Illnefi, and on her Recovery was advifed to go 
into Shropjhire for change of Air, which Advice 
fhe followed ; for I never was at Sidbury but Ihe 
was there, always found her well, and left her 
ill, through Love, as fhe told me. Once when I 
was there, but whether before or after your 

Sifter Lady Be L- was a Widow I can't tell, 

Betty W faid to me, that one Day or 

another I mould meet a Man in the Fields* with 



* Grounds fo called that are in the Road between SMurj 
and C9I071. 

a Bag 
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a Bag*, that would come and carry Mifs S— — • 
away. 

By which my fterious Speech, I underftood that 
fome Gentleman was making his Addreffes to 
Mifs S-~ -— : talking to my Grandmother 
about it, fhe told me, that Mr. L — had behaved 

very particular to Mifs S , but had faid 

nothing either to her or Mifs S — relating to Mar- 
riage ; that Mrs. R , and leveral others 

at Bridgenortbi thought that Mr. L — defigned 
making his Addreffes to her, and that Mrs. 

R had advifed her not to hearken to 

them j that fhe, as (he had a great Opinion of 

Mrs. R , thought fo too \ thefe are very 

near, if not exact, my Grandmother's Words. 
I then told her, if (he had any Value or Refpect 
for me, (he ought to do every thing in her Power 
to forward it •, that, as to point of Fortune, it 

was a great Match for Mifs S , and (he 

promifcd me (he would. Sometime afterwards 
your Sifter began talking to me about it, for I 
was determined never to begin with her : After 
(he had, with 'great Sincerity, told me all fhe 
knew of it, which amounted to nothing, T 
advifed her to marry him if (he could ; (he flew 
out into a violent Paflion at me, which ended in 
Tears ; told me, that if he was the laft of Man, 
and (he of Woman, the Human Race fhould 
fail; that of all Men (he ever law fhe hated him 

* Mr. L — at that Time wearing a Bag Wig. 

the 
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the word, that his Hands and Feet refembled 
thofc of a Baboon, and that it hurt her Eyes, 
and gave her Pain .to look at him : Here we 
kiifed and were Friends, (I then believed her 
Conftant) which had fome Effect on mine and my 
Grandmother's Behaviour, when Mr. L— and 
'his Sifter came to Sidbury ; but when I faw your 
Sifter give him as much Encouragement as a 
modeft, prudent Girl fhould, I doubted her 
Sincerity ; and when fhe and I returned the Vifit, 
we flayed longer by fome Days than Mr. I— 
did at Sidbury ; I behaved in a different Manner, 
and I am fure, at that Time, that one of Mr. 
L—'s Sifters did not think herfelf quite indiffe- 
rent to me (though as from that time to this, 
I have never taken any the leaft particular Notice 
of her, fhe may poffibly have forgot it J naither 
was fhe fo ; and had fhe had Fortune equivalent 
I fhould have told, her fo : Mr. L— never re- 
turned this Vifit, for what Reafon I know not; 
this can't be it : The laft Day we were there, I 
went a Hunting with him and feveral People, 
who affurec4 me they wanted to go Home that 
Night, but they could not, unlefs I went, which 
it would be impofOble for me to do, unlefs I 
took Care that my Horfe fhould not be locked 
up •, for Mr. L— , at that Time, indulged hiffl- 
Ji fif in a foolifh Cuftom of keeping his Vifitors by 
real and. aftual Force. Thefe People wrought 
Mr. li— and me up to that Pitch", that it be- 
came 
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came k Tryal of Skill between us, whether 1 
fhould go or not, but to go I was determined, 
having actual Bufinefs to do. the next Day at 
Shrewsbury ; therefore I ordered my Grandmo- 
ther's Servant to take particular Care to put any 
one Horfe of the three in a Place where he was 
fure to come at him, this he attempted, and 
meant doing •, he thought himfelf wife, and af- 
fured me I fhould have a Horfe if he watched 
him all the Time, yet he was difappointed, and 
when I fpoke with him, he fcratched his Head 
and looked very foolifh ; I then went out myfelf, 
and difcovered an unthought of and never ufed 
Way through another Building into the Loft of 
the Stable, into which I defcended, broke open 
the Door, and took my Horfe, which having 
done, I mounted him, and was foon met by Mr. 
L — , whom I faluted in the moft civil, com- 
plaifant Manner I could, gave him a true, 
fincere, and hearty Invitation to Sidbury : Mr. 
L — knows that at that Time he freely talked 
to me of his Affairs, and in fome Meafure fol- 
lowed my Advice, and I believe now fincerely 
wifhes he had in others, which, if he had done, 
and kept his Promifes, he had not flood Can- 
didate for Bridgnorth. Some little time after- 
wards, and on a very wet, rainy Day,' your 
Sifter and I, notwithftanding' fhe was juft reco- 
vered from a violent Cold, went, by Appoint- 
ment, to meet Mr. L — at his Mother's at 
C Bridgenorth) 
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Bridgenortb, but he difappointed us •, this is ali 
that I know of this pretended Courtlhip, never 
having been in Company with your Sitter and 

Mr, L , together, fince, except Uft Summer 

once at Cot en ; why then does your Sifter and 
Mr. L — charge me with having prevented their 
marrying? Your Sitter, by faying I then firft 
eniaged. her, which made her refufe Mr. L-, 
which fhe knows to be a Lye, and fo does he, 
for he never afked her ; then confequently fhe 
could not refufe him, neither would fhe have 
done it, unlefs I would have immediately mar- 
ried her : When your Sifter Lady D was 

firft a Widow, fhe will, I dare fay, do me the 
Juftice to own, that I ufed my utmott Endea- 
vours to prevail with her to engage her Sifter to 
live with her by way of Companion, (lie afked 
your Sifter to do it, but fhe refufed her, yet I 
was very near fticceeding in my Scheme of 
forcing her to it ; it was thus determined the 

Night before Lady D- left Sidbury, as you 

yourfelf may poffibly remember, Lady D , 

yourfelf and me prefCng your Sitter Betty to go, 
my Grandmother not aiking her to ftay, in con- 
fequence of a Promife fhe had made mc, Betty 
faid, I mutt, for my Grandmother does not 
aik me to ftry ; laid Mrs. S — , and Mrs. //— , 
if it is come to that, you mutt afk her, Ma- 
dam -, I frowned upon my Grandmother, and 

prevented 
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prevented her for fome time, yet at laft fhe did 
ask, and Betty (laid. 

From this Time I remember nothing re- 
markable that paffed between your Sifter and 
me, till the firft Winter that we came to Pink- 
ney, fhe had been low-fpirited for fome Time •, 
I had no Pretence of Bufinefs at London, there- 
fore could not leave her, yet I took no Notice 
of her, till accidentally coming Home at the fame 
Time that my Grandmother and fhe return- 
ed from airing, I obferved her ftagger, as 
fhe was walking into the Houfe, and would 
have been down, had I not run and catched 
her, and it was with Difficulty that I got her up 
Stairs into her Chamber ■, I took her in my 
Arms, and killed her, and faid, Betty, you had 
better let me lie with you, to which (lie filently 
confented, and I had then done it, but, at that 
Inftant, a Servant came up Stairs and told me 
there was Company below, I anfwered, I will 
come prefently ; in about the Space that a Man 
can tell Twenry, there came another, to whom 
I gave the fame Anfv.cr ; in about the fame 
Space my Grandmother came up, fo I went 
down Stairs, to them. 

The next Day, I took my Hbrfe and went 
to my Cpufin C — r's, on Puipofe to be out of 
the Way ; I returned the Sunday fpljowhig, 
flayed at Home in the Afternoon whilft the 
Family were gone to Church, to poll my Ac- 
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counts, which I as regularly then did, every 
Sunday, as'anf Merchant in England j your Sifter 
was alone with me in the Room, and I took no 
Notice of her, upon which, fhe, in a violent 
Pafiion, went up Stairs to her own Roorh, ftay'd 
fome little Time, and came down again •, I ftill 
at my Accounts took no Notice of her, upon 
which fhe faid, Good God, Coufin, what will 
you think of me •, I inftantly jumped up, flopped 
her fpeaking farther by Kiffes, and told her, I 
thought her as virtuous a Girl as any in England, 
that Inftant the Coach came from Church to 
the Gate, ib no more paffed at that Time ; fhe 
recovered this Bout, which was in the Spring of 
the Year, and got very well again •, and 1 pre- 
vailed with her to go and live with her Father 
at Lincoln, and had your Father lived a little 
longer fhe had gone. 

The Summer following my Uncle M—n 
came to Pinkney, flayed feveral Months, 
made your Sifter prom ill* him to go with 
him as far as Cirencefier in his Way to Lon- 
don, which fhe told me of, and endeavoured 
to prevail with me to go with them, I refufed, 
which made her refufe my Uncle, which he tell- 
ing of at Supper the Night before he left us, 
made the whole Company fall upon me, and 
force me to comply at this Time ; to my certain 
Knowledge I had not been alone with her for 
more than fix Months. When we were together 
in the Chariot coming home, fhe began with 

«••-•*" me 
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me talking of Love, &?r. we' came to the fol- . 
lowing Agreement, ®fe, that I fhould lie with 
her, that if I got her with Child I would marry 
her, but if not, and me was by thole Means 
relieved from her former Diforders, me fhould 
permit me to marry another Woman : She pro- 
mifed fhe would deal honourably, and fuffer me 
to do fo, if fhe was fo relieved •, we were to meet 
the following Evening in an unfrequented Cham- 
ber, that either of us could go to, without any 
one's taking Notice of it, it being the little Room 
at the End of the long Gallery, a little after 
Five o'Clock •, at which Hour my Grandmother, 
as you know, conftantly went into her Bed-cham- 
ber to Prayer for an Hour, therefore you muff. 
know| that this Hour I couid every Day of my 
Life have fpent alone with your Sifter ; a Quarter 
of an Hour after Five I came into the Flonfe, 
looked into the Parlour, held the Door in my 
Fland, faw your Sifter alone, afked her why file 
was nor in the little Room ? She told me fhe 
was afraid ; don't then, faid I, and (hutting the 
Door, left her. After this, your Sifter took it 
into her Head to walk eveiy Night by herrelf 
under the Piazza, having firft taken Care to (hut 
the little Parlour Window Shutters, and to leave 
open the long Gallery and Bowling Green Doors: 
Here fhe conftantly met me as I came Home 
of an Evening, before I could get into the 
Houfe, and we walked together under the 

Piazza 
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Piazza unfeen, and unknown by any Body ; 
here killing of her, and toying with her, (he told 
me the long Gallery Door was open, and you 
yourfelf know, that from this Place we might 
with great Eafe and Secrefy have retired through 
the Bowling Green and long Gallery Doors into 
the little Room before mentioned ; yet, during 
one whole Month that fhe continued this Practice, 
I did not once afk her, nor fhe me, though I 
don't fuppofe the long Gallery Door was not 
conftantly left open, for fhe never told me fo, 
but the firfl: Night •, yet, however, here we met, 
here we walked, here we killed and toyed, till 
the cold Weather came on and prevented us ; 
fhe became ill again, and this was the only 
Illnefs {he ever had, which Ihe did not attribute 
to my Brutality and ill Ufage of her, which me 
now entirely acquitted me of; for as Ihe was 
much concerned at your Father's Death, I 
behaved with great Kindnefs, Tendernefs and 
Humanity to her : At the Beginning of this Ill- 
nefs I received a Letter from Lord D , tell- 
ing me, he believed I might have a certain young 
Lady ; which Letter I did not anfwer till after 
my return from Sidbury, to which Place I pur- 
pofely went to be out of the Way ■, when I came 
back, your Sifter was pretty well recovered, I 
fhewed her the Letter, and afked her what An- 
fwer I Ihould give : This Letter made her Ill- 
nefs return with greater Violence than ever -, fhe 

was 
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was really to be pitied, as fhe has told me her- 
felf fhe did not deep for fixteen Nights together ; 
fhe was in perpetual and eternal Convulficns, 
making horrid and unnatural Noifes, which 
wrought on my Grandmother's Pity, who till 
now, ever fcolded her when fhe was in this Way, 
till I, by Force, turned her out of the Room; 
and fhe would fuffer me, nay, even ask me to 
be alone with her ; which, whenever I was, and 
began to kifs her, in a Minute's time fhe would 
be eafy • It was obferved by the whole Family, 
that nothing could quiet her but my being alone 
with her •, fo whenever her Fits came on they 
inftantly left the Room, if I was in it, if nor, 
they fent for me, and as foon as I came they 
quitted it, and your Sifter would be at Eafe, as 
I faid before, in a Minute's Time, or lefs. I 
propofed lying with her, fhe would not Con fent 
but on Terms which were thefe ; that I fhould 
marry any other Woman, afterwards marry her, 
referve for her and her IfTue, if fhe had any 
by me, the Sidbury Eftate ; I to live fometimes 
with the one, and fometimes with the other. 
One Night when I came Home, I was furprized 
that your Sifter had changed Rooms with Mrs. 

H , the Reafon of which Change was, 

becaufe in the Night time, I could net come into 
that which fhe left, without Danger of my Grand- 
mother's hearing, whereas I might, and have, 
into that that fhe went into many a Hundred 

Times 
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Times without my Grandmother's, or any on<r, 
except your Sifter's knowing : This Night fhe 
gave me a Letter, defiring me to come to her 
about Cne o'clock, with my Breeches on, to 
explain the Terms ; I went without my Breeches, 
and when we had talked fome Time, fhe asked 
me to come to Bed to her, which I did, and lay 
with her •, her Reflections on what fhe had done 
were very tormenting to her, and prevented her 
quick Recovery ; prefently after fhe defired me 
not to come to her, and I ceafed doing of it. 
The next Sunday in the Afternoon flic prevailed 
with me to read over with her the Marriage 
Ceremony, and when it was over, I lay with 
her ; fhe told me fhe might have placed "Jenny in 
the Clofet, and then this would have been a 
lawful Marriage, but that fhe fcorned it, fhe had 
too much Generofity to do it ; but had flic at- 
tempted it, it would have been in vain, for 
I took Care to know where every fingle I'erfon 
belonging to the Family were, before 1 ventured 
at it •, flic quickly recovered, and I pat off to- 
other Match ; neither has fhe ever fince been ill 
in that Manner. 

The Laudanum Affair was this, I fwd 
confulted an eminent Phyfician on your 
Sifter's Ilinefs, without telling him the 
Caufe, and he laid, that Laudanum was the 
beft Thing for her, and fhe ufed to take it in 
great Quantities, even in thole Sixteen Days and 
Nights that flic did not Sleep ; I advifed her ftjjl 
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to increafe the Quantity, which (he did, and it 
anfwered the Purpofe ; and when fhe found fh c 
was going to fleep, fhe was furprized, got out 
of Bed, and came to me, defired me to call the 
Servants, and get her fome warm Water to 
Vomit ; I afked how much fhe had taken, for 
I, following Ovid's Advice, never gave her any 
Medicine •, fhe told me the Quantity, which was 
not a great deal more than fhe had ufually taken ■ 
I bid her not be frightened, but to go to Bed 
again and Sleep, for I was fure it would do her 
a great deal of good ; fhe went to Bed again, 
flept till Morning, waked, drank Chocolate, 
flept again, waked, breakfafted, dofed till Din- 
ner, dined heartily, dofed on till Supper, flipped 
well, flept all Night, and recovered very faft. 
This poor Creature was wonderfully afraid of 
Death, thinking herfllf a Sinner, yet at any time 
before fhe would have been glad to die ; fo, in the 
fame Manner a Day or two after, on a trifling 
Accident, fhe fent to me to come to her inftant- 
ly, for fhe was going to die, though fhe knew 
I was at that Time reading Prayers to the Fa- 
mily ; I went to her in a Moment, alarmed all the 
Houfe, and when fhe told me the Thing, laugh- 
ed at her, for it portended Death ho' more than 
fhe cutting of her Finger would have done : She 
now prefently recovered and got quite well again. 
i I received a Letter from a Neighbour of mine, 
who was then in London, telling me, he was 
D furs 
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fure that if I would come to Town, I might 
marry a young Lady with Ten Thoufand Pounds 
Fortune ; which Letter I (hewed your Sifter, 
faw (he could not poflibly bare the Thougts of 
it, therefore I affured her I would not •, but her 
Uneafinefs (till continuing, convinced me, that 
fhe doubted my Sincerity : I defired her to go 
to London under Pretence of feeing you, who was 
to be in Town that Spring, and who fhe had 
never feen fince her Father's Death ; fhe accord- 
ingly went to London, in a Fortnight I followed, 
telling my Grandmother juft. before I fet out the 
Reafon of my Journey : When I came to Town 
I waited on my Neighbour, who told me the 
Lady's Fortune was not quite fo much, for 
which I was very angry with him •, he then told 
me, that he was informed fo, and thought fo, 
and did not know but it might be fo, and defired 
me to fee the Lady, which I refilled, upon which 
he faid he would go and talk with his Friend 
again, which he did, and then very earneftly 
prefled me to fee the Lady, faying, he did not 
know what might happen : I confented, faw 
her, fhe was handfome, very fenfible, and as I 
was informed, by a Gentleman of good Senfe 
and true Honour, of a charming, fweet Difpo- 
lition as any Woman in England : When I faw 
my Neighbour next, he went with me to his 
Friend, who afked me how I liked the Lady ; 
as the Lady could not be difliked, I found fault 

with 
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with her Fortune : He then asked me, ferioufly, 
if that was my only Objection, to which I made 
no Anfwer, fo this Affair ended. I knew your 
Sifter could not then bear it, yet I was obliged 
to ac~b this Farce, or I fhould have gave my 
Grandmother vaft Uneafinefs, for it was not in 
my Power to have prevented her knowing that 
my Neighbour had fent me fuch a Letter : 
Prefently after your Sifter and I returned to 
Pinkney. 

You came there that Spring ; your Sifter, you 
and I went to Chiltenham, where we got ac- 
quainted with the Honourable Mr. S< 

and his Lady ; from Cbiltenham, I firft, your 
Sifter and you afterwards, returned to Pinkfiey, 
at which Place, one Night when I was in Eed 
with your Sifter, fhe told me, flie thought fhe 
was with Child, and was almoft frightened to 
Death at the Thoughts of it, and asked me my 
Advice, whether, if flic were, fhe mould take 
any thing to make her Mifcarry ; I entertained 
her with fuch Difcourfe a6 this, That if Man- 
kind ever agreed in any one Opinion, but in- 
deed they were not, nor never would, it was 
in this, that Man and Woman were entirely at 
their free Liberty, whether they would propa- 
gate or not, although Mofcs had preached to 
the Children of Ifrael, that it was God's Or- 
dinance that they fhould increafe and multiply, 
and to encourage them to it, allowed of Poly- 
D 21 g*rny 
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gamy and Divorce whenever the Man pleafed, 
and had allured them, in fuch a Manner, that 
they believed him, that from out of fome one 
of the meaneft Families there fhould ariie a God, 
or an Univerfal Monarch ; yet Chriit has forbid 
either Polygamy or Divorce/ and St. Paul, the 
wifeil of the Apoftles, preached fuch a Doclrine 
that has occafioned thoufands and ten thoufands 
of Men and Women to be locked up, and to 
be rendered utterly incapable of propagating ; 
that the ancient Greeks and Romans, and at pre- 
fent the Chinefe, though by their Laws they 
encourage Propagation, yet they gave the Pa- 
rents free Liberty to difpofe of their Children as 
they pleafed •, that it was no more infamous for a 
poor Man in China to expofe his Child than for 
a poor Man in England to get drunk, or to beat 
his Wife ; and that I had heard, that it was the 
frequent Practice of the Indian Women to make 
themfelves mifcarry ; but the Chriftian Law, 
though it in a great Meafure hindered the In- 
creafe of Mankind, yet abfoluteiy forbid the 
Deftruction of any ; and I had been told> 
that the Laws of France as feverely punilhed 
thofe Women that wilfully made themfelves 
mifcarry as if they had committed actual Mur- 
der, but the Laws cf England did not : Then 
we difcourfed of other Affairs, and I left her, 
went to my own Bed, and, before I got to fleep, 
fhe; came to me, was as cold as a Stone, and 

told 
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told me fhe was heightened out of her Wits, for 
that fhe had heard fome one of the Men Ser- 
vants go down Stairs juft as fhe came out of 
her own Chamber Door, therefore fhe durft not 
go either backward or forward, but had flood in 
the Cold more than half an Hour, yet was 
determined to come to fpeak to me again, 
becaufe fhe was to go to Both on the Morrow 
with you, where me was to flay fome Time, 
fhe told me that fhe could not make neither 
Head or Tail of what I had faid to her •, fhe 
knew it was a Woman's Duty to obey her 
I Tjsband, that therefore I fhould determine, and 
fhe would do what I pleafed any time before 
the Child was quick, and engaged mc to come 
to Bath on a certain Day, before which fhe 
'fhould he certain, and would do what I thought 
proper •, fhe flayed with me till it was Light, 
then left me : I went to Bath on the Day ap- 
pointed, and though fhe flay'd at Home with 
me the whole Evening, did not go to the 
Rooms, yet not a fingle Syllable paft between 
either of us relating to this Affair : I was to go 
Home the next Morning pretty early, but fhe 
infifled on feeing me in her own Chamber, be- 
fore fhe was up, to take. her Leave of me ; here 
fhe told me fhe was not with Child, I anftvered 
I was glad of it, you was then in Bed in the ad- 
joining Chamber, therefore \ flayed not a Mi- 
nute with her, took my Leave and went Home. 
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..Some little Time afterwards I came to Bath a- 
gain, defired her to come Home as foon as 

fhe coultl, to go with me to Mrs. S- 's, 

and to get her to make Propofals of Marriage be- 

tv/een me and Mils W , of Bibury, 

which I did not care mould be done whilft you 
flayed •, therefore, as you may remember, we 
contrived to fend you on an idle Errand to 
London, fometime fooncr than you had defigned 
going ; it was her Invention, as you mult be 
confeious of, when you reflect on what it was ; 
fhe anfwered that fhe fhould be very happy if fhe 
had Five Thoufand Pounds Fortune, for then 
fhe could live as well as fhe defired to do, let 
what Accident foever happen to her Friends or 
Relations, but that fhe would never marry any 
other Man than me, no not even was I to die ; 
I then told her, that as you gave her a Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year Intereft Money for her. 
Fortune, I would g've her another, if fhe would 
affifr. me in what I was about, fhe' asked me 
what it was, I told her, I had Thoughts of 

marrying Mifs W . it was this made her 

find out the Expedient which fent you to Lon- 
don -, I knew fhe could bear it, elfe fhe would 
not have engaged to have gone and have kept 
your Houfe in Lincoln/hire, where I fhould 
never have feen her more, which you know fhe 
did the Summer before ■, but our unlucky Stars 
prevented your Scheme, neither would fhe have 

liftened, 



[ H ] 

liftened, as you alfo know lhe did, to two fe- 
veral Offers of Marriage the fame Summer, 
\ which fhe endeavoured to keep fccret from me, 

l though fhe herfelf told me of them afterwards, 

j but not till flie was certain I had heard of them 

« by other People, and fhe had herfelf partly re- 

« fufed them, they not being advantageous ones, 

1 which had either of them been, fhe would not 

i have done. 

i f particularly well remember a Converfation 

that paffed between both your Sifters, my Bro- 
, ther and felf, at your Father's Houfe in Litcb- 

, field-Street, when we were all Children ; we all 
agreed in this one Opinion, that we would not 
marry any one that we did not love, nor any one 
that did not love us ; my Brother afked your 
Sifter Betty, who was not then above ten Years 
of Age, how fhe could be fure that a Man loved 
her, fhe anfwered if he had a fuperior Fortune, 
which we all thought a very good Reafon, and 
v/ere all determined to bring it to that Teft ; have 
you not often heard your Father repeat this 
remarkable Speech that our Grandmother had 
taught all her Grand-Children to believe, that 
they werj all Princes and Princeffes. Your 
Sifter with Chearfulnefs engaged to aflift me 
in my Scheme, accepted my Promife, went 

with me to Mrs. 5 *s ; as foon as fhe 

came into the Houfe, fhe went up Stairs with 

Mrs. S , and began difcourfing her upen 

the 
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the Affair, as I can now prove by living Wit- 
liefs ; when they came down into the Parlour 
to me, we continued the Difcourfe, and Mrs. 

S-— in a very good natured Manner, 

thinking it a tolerable equal Match on both 

Sides, undertook to write to' Mrs. W a- 

bout it, and I was refufed. 

About a Year afterwards, one L — a Farmer 
of Sberjlon, came to' me, and told me that if 

I would apply to A R -, Efq. an 

Attorney, that he was fure he could help me to 

Mils IV ; I asked him which way he 

was fure of it ? He told me he never undertook 
any Thing in his Life time, but what he brought 
to pafs ; that he himfclf was a Man of infinitely 
more Confequence than I took him to be. I 
defired him to leave off his idle prating, and 
tell me what Authority he had ? He told me, a 
Letter ; upon which I agreed to go with him, 

and talk to Mr. R about it, which I did, 

and he entertained me with fuch fort of Dif-_ 
courfe, telling me, that hs himfclf had married 
three Wives, his laft a Lady of Thirty Thou-, 
fand Pounds Fortune •, that he could ftrangely 
and furprizingly influence the Affections of Wo- 
men, that he would venture his Life on it if \, 
would be intirely and abfolutely be guided by , 

him, I fhould marry Mifs W ,'whofe. 

Fortune was Eight Thoufand, fome few odd, 
Hundred Pounds in Money, Bibury Eftate after, 
her Mother's Death, which would fell for Ten 

Thoufand 
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Thoufand bounds, in the mean time an Annuity 
6f 300 /. per tinnum ; that fhe had a Maiden 
Aunt that lived with her and her Mother, that 
was likewife worth Ten Thoufand Pounds, and 
was as fond of her as it was poffible for any 
Mother to be of a Daughter j that as (he had 
refuted ieveral advantageous Matches when fhe 
was young, there was no likelihood of her mar- 
rying now v arid as fhe had no other near Re- 
lation, no doubt of it fhe would leave Mifs 

W ' — her whole Fortune ; but as it would 

not be reafonable, therefore I muft riot expect 
to confine her to it ; and to his certain Know- 
ledge, Mrs. W- — was worth in Money, 

isle. Three or Four Thoufind Pounds, confe- 

quently Mifs W '■ — might be juftly called 

a Thirty Thoufand Pound Fortune, which was 
in his Power to give me and thereby make my 
Circumftances cbmpleatly eafy. I told hirri. 

that about a Year before, I had, by Mrs: S 

made Propofals, and had been refufed ; he told 
me that there was great Difference in the People 
who did thefe Things : I told him that fhe wat3 
a Lady of Honour, and a Relation of the Fa- 
mily i to which he reply'd, That he was furt he 
could do it, but that the firft Offer muft come 
from me ; I fancying that he talked with Au- 
thority, told him, that I would be guided by 
him, and accordingly left a Letter with him 

for Mrs. W — ; He told me, he bad an 

E • excellent 
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excellent knack at writing of Letters, and that 
he would furnifh me before I left him with two, 
one for the Mother and one for the Daughter, 
which he would advife me to copy and fend 
to them by a Servant, together with a Prefent 
of a Haunch of Venifon : I obeyed his Com- 
mands, and received an Anfwer from Mrs. 

iy — t but none from her Daughter ; fhe 

told me, that Captain 5 was then with 

her, that as he was an Acquaintance of mine, 
I might on a Day fhe mentioned, call on him, 
and fee her Daughter, which I accordingly did y 
after Dinner he went out into the Garden, and 
came and tapp'd at the Window, upon which 
I went to him, and began talking with him 
freely upon the Affair : he afked me how I liked 
Mifs W , I told him I was not at all en- 
amoured with her Perfon, but that fignified not 
much, for the Perfons of Women were very in- 
different to me, provided they were fenfible and 
good-natured, and that I would not chufe a 
Companion for Life that wanted either of thefe 
Qualifications on any Confideration in the World. 
He told me it was every Man's Bufinefs to 
judge for himfelf, and though he had often been 

in Company with Mifs W he knew her 

Ixit little, for fhe was, as I faw, a very referved 
young Lady j but as he had been informed fhe 
wanted neither of thefe Qualifications.. He afked 
me, if it would not be better for me to have Ten 

Thoufand 
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Thoufand Pounds and to be entirely out of Debt, 
and afiured me to his Knowledge there was 
Money enough in the Family to do it, but he 
was not commiffioned to tell me I fhould have 
it. Here we parted, and he told me to go to 

Mrs. W — • who was waiting for me in 

the Drawing Room. I found her with the Par- 
ticulars of my Eftate in her Hands •, and me told 
me that if my Eftate anfwered to thofe Particu- 
lars, and her Daughter and I liked one another, 
fhe had no Objection to our marrying, but I 
muft not come there any more till that was ex- 
amined into, and then I had free Liberty to 
come whenever I pleafed ; that I muft excufe 
her for examining •ftri&ly into it : I told her as 
what I had given her was abfolutely true and juft, 
the more ftrictly fhe enquired into it, the more 
pleafing'it would be to me, as it would autho- 
rize me ftri&ly to examine into her Daughter's 
Circumftances. She made Excufes for not afking 
me to ftay all Night, told me to go into the 
Hall to Mr. S ■ ■, and after fome fhort time 
to walk with him into the Garden, where I 
mould find her Daughter, her Sifter, and Self, 
then walk all together for fome time, take my 
Leave and go Home, which I accordingly did : 

After fome fhort Time, Mr. R and a Tenant 

of Mrs. W — 's, came to Pinbiey, fent for 

Mr. L — , their Bufinefs being, as they told me, 

to examine whether my Eftate anfwered to the 

E 2 Particulars 
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particulars or not ; I told them they had free 
Liberty to examine into it } that they would 
find I had not fpoke to one fingle Tenant con- 
cerning it, defired tp be expufed from going with 
them, but would give them a written Order for 
the Tenants to produce their Jaft Receipts* This 
they thought a needlefs Trouble, L — , who had 
received the Rents of this Eftate Fourteen Years, 

having allured Mr. R , upon his Honour, 

that he kqew the Particulars to be true. This 
Night at Supper, your Sifter knowing the Bufi- 
nefs that thefe Men came upon, appeared very 
uneafy, which R— — taking Notice of, told 
her fhe looked as if fhe had loft her Love; 
which he repeated to her again after Supper, and 
by that and feveral other ill-natured Jefts, forced 
her to go up Stairs that Night fooner than other- 
wife fhe defigned : The next Morning, as they 
faid they muft do fomething, they rode out to 
view the Eftate, and to fee how fome young 
Hedges that I had lately planted grew ; came 
Home again to Dinner, and told me they liked 
it very well : We drank all this Afternoon ; next 
Morning when they were going away, R- — 
altered two or three trifling Articles of the Par- 
ticulars, that he might appear to Mrs. W , ■■ " 
to haye done fomething ; and afterwards let me 
know that it was approved of. Qn hearing that 
Mifs W- was in a Cpach that was over- 
turned on Bwjord Downs, and was very much 

bruife4 
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bruifed and cut, I went to Bibury to fee how (ha 
did ; there was a good deal of Company there j 
I did not behave in the lead Particular towards 

Mifs W 1 — , ftay'd four or five Days, came 

Home again ; was told by a neighbouring Gen- 
tleman that Parfon W gave out pub- 

lickly at Burford Races, tnat Mifs W-, was 

pot by her Father's Will intituled to the Inhe- 
ritance of Bibury Eftate, which the next Time 

I went to Bibury, I told Mrs. W ; Ihe 

gave me a Copy of Mr. W — ' 'sWill, gave 

rne the Opinion of the late Lord Chancellor, and 
of feveral other eminent Lawyers, who were 
entirely in her Favour $ bid me carry them Home 
and examine them carefully, and to do nothing 
rafhly ; I carried them Home, fhewed them my 
Neighbour, and we were both of Opinion the 
Inheritance was certainly her's, and that the 
Parfon fpread that Report only to prevent Mifs 

W 's marrying, arid himfelf from paying 

her an Annuity of Three Hundred Pounds per 
Annm-, which her Father by his Will had gave 
her for her Mother's Life, and charged it upon 
an Eftate he had gave him of about Two Thou- 
fand Pounds^r Amum, who was a very diftant 

if any Relation at all, to Mr. W . This 

Will was fo wretchedly drawn, that according to 
the Law Conftruftion pf Wprds he has not in 
Truth gave any Thing tp the Parfon ; yet the 
Lord Chancellor, as he could, no.tfuppofe that a 

Man 
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Man could fign, feal, and publish a Paper, which 
he called his Will, and mean nothing by it, in his 
Equity and Juftice, gave the Eftate to the Par- 
fon •, and I hope this prefent Chancellor will, upon 
the fame Principle, give the Inheritance of Bibury 
to my Wife, for her Father as certainly meant the 
one. as the other ; yet this unjuft Parfon difputes 
it with her, though in his Confcience he knows 
his Benefactor defigned it for her ; for he cannot 
fuppofe he defign'd robbing his innocent Daugh- 
ter of her own Family Inheritance, only to ei> 
rich a Name, which fiich an Action would ren- 
der infamous. Thus being fully fatisfied, that 
the Inheritance of Bibury muft belong to my 
now Wife, I proceeded on in my Defigns of 
marrying her, expe&mg one Day or another, 

that Mrs. W would generoufly offer me the 

t wo thoufand Pounds that Mr. S hinted at ; 

but hearing nothing of it, as I was walking with 
her alone one Day in the Garden, I mentioned 
it to her ; fhe told me, that if I married her 
Daughter, and had a Family, undoubtedly every 
Thing chat fhe had fhe fhould give her, but that 
fhe could not afford to part with fo much Money 
at prefent ; for if her Eftate at Bibury was to fall 
in Hand, fhe fhould not have Money enough 
left to ftock it ; with which Anfwer I appeared 
fatisfied, but told her, that I was certain that 
her Daughter's Fortune would not be paid me 
by the Day that I had fixed to py off a Mort- 
gage 
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gage of eight thoufand Pounds that affected my 
Eftate; fhe replied, Ihall I take the Thorn out 
of your Foot and put it ia my own, I told 
her I did not defire it ; but, as I thought the 
Securities for her Daughter's Money were good, 
if fhe had Money ready by her, it would be nc? 
Inconvience to her •, fhe replied, that though 
they were good, it might occafion great Trouble 
and Law-Suits to recover the Money, and 
that I was better able to go through it than (he, 
I told her, that if fhe did take them, I would 
engage to go through the whole Affair j fhe re- 
plied, if they are not paid by the Time you want 
thnm, I will lend you what Money you want. I 
told her that I was informed that one of the Secu- 
rities was bad, upon which fhe promifed me to 
take that j here we parted, and I continued 
my Courtfhip, and defired anOpportunity of talk- 
ing to Mifs/if alone, which was granted me 

For half an Hour, in which half Hour fhe promifed 

to marry me. I now defired Mrs. W to give 

me an Opportunity of being better acquainted with 
her Daughter, for though I every Day applied to 
•her in Company to difcourfe on all Sorts of Sub- 
jefts, yet I could never get her to talk ; on this, 
fhe promifod me I fhould Ice her alone the next 
Day, which I accordingly did : I happened to 
•kifs her, fhe got up in great Wrath, left the 
Room, and protefted fhe would never again be 
alone in my Company tiil fhe was married, 

which 
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which I told Mrs. W , who replied, yoii 

know her now as well as ever you will know 
her, do what you will; I continued on, and 
we agreed to be married. Mr. R — — was or- 
dered to make Marriage Articles, which, whilft 
he was about, I went to his Houfe to fee himf 
and them ; here by talking with him, and fee- 
ing feveral Papers relating to former Proceed- 
ings in order to determine whofe the Inheritance 

of Bibury was, which Mrs. W would 

willingly have had tryed and determined, but 
yet by Chance or Defign was ever prevented 
doing it ; I began to perceive that Point was not 
fo Clear as I had apprehended it, which made 
me very much out of Humour with myfelf for 
having depended on my own and my Neigh- 
bour's; a Country Gentleman's Opinion on fo 

important a Point ; yet as Mrs. W had 

never actually deceived me, I was determined to 
proceed, though at the fame time I was deter- 
mined that if ever I fhould have a 1 fair and 
juftifiable Caufe, that I would have done with. 
them ; and accordingly, I objected on the read- 
ing the Marriage Articles to an Exception of 
certain Lands referved to be in Mrs. IV— ~ — 's 
Difpofal, though they were included in the Par- 
ticular of Bibury , that had been given me ; to 

which Mrs. W reply'd, that if I infilled 

on it, fhe would give it up, though flie had 
bought them with her own Money, but fliefhotiM 

take 
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take it very unkind in me if I did, for {he had no 
Defign to leave any Thing away from her 
Daughter, and her Family ; with which An- 
fwer, as the Affair was trifling, I was forced to 
be fatisfied : The next Objection I made, was 
to a Referve, to enable my "Wife by Deed or 
Will, after my Deceafe, in Cafe fhe had no Ifllie, 
to give Bibury to whom fhe pleafed ; here all the 
Company fell upon me, asking me if it was not 
in the Power of any Hufband that lived well with 
his Wife, in any one fond Hour, to prevail with 
her to do what he pleafed, particularly fiich a 
one as Mifs W , who had no near Rela- 
tion i that it would be ill-judged in me to put 
it out of my Wife's Power to make me a Com- 
pliment ; as this I thought was found Reafon, I 
acquiefced. The Articles were finifhed and fign- 
ed ; a Copy of them I brought Home and fhewed 
your Sifter, and as Sidbury Eftate was not by 
them fettled on my Wife and her IfTue, fhe 
appeared perfectly fatisfied : I employed her to 
buy my Wedding Shirts, which were finer 
and better than any I ever before had, and by 
her Converfation on that Occafion with the 
Milliner, who is now living, can fully prove 
that fhe knew of it, as I can likewife by the Tay- 
lor who made my Wedding Cloaths j that in 
Compliance to fome foolifh Superftition of her's, 
I changed the intended Colour of the Lining of 
my Coat from Green to Red ; by my whole 
' F J amdy 
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Family and the whole Neighbourhood, that my 
Courtfhip and intended Marriage was no Secret, 
but to her it was better known than any Eody ; 
for as I divided my Time as equally as I could 
between Bibury and Home, -whenever I was at 
Home fhe conftantly came to Bed to me every 
Night and difcourfed with me about it •, fhe not 
only knew every material Tranfaftion, but 
almoft every Word and Syllable that patted at 
Bibury relating to this Affair. Is it ufual for 
People to fign Marriage Articles and buy Wed- 
ding Cloaths, &c. when they defign not to 
marry ? 

The laft Time that I was at Bibury before I 
was married, your Sifter and I both thought it 
would have been then done, but I was prevented 

doing it on Account of Mifs W — 's having 

a little Rafh, and both fhe and her Mother were 
determined that fhe fhould not marry Until fhe 
was quite recovered ; this I told your Sifter when 
I came Home, fo that we were both uncertain 
whether we fhould be married or no : The next 
Time I went we were, which had we not then, it 
probably never would have been, for Lent 
then would have begun, during which Seafon 

both Mrs. W — and her Daughter were 

determined that it fhould not be, and as I had 
wanted only a juftifiable Reafon to break off 

ever fince my Converfation with Mr. R at 

Filkins, concerning the Inheritance of Bikry, 
when I went to perufe the Marriage Articles, I 

did 
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did not doubt but, during that Seafon, I fhould 
find one •, and your Sifter's preffing me to know 
the laft Night I ever lay at Pinkney before I 
was married, whether I thought I fhould be 
married or no the next Time I went, I told her 

that that depended intirely on Mifs W- 's 

Health ; fhe faid, if ,you are not married then, 
you will be another Time ; I replying that many 
Things happen between the Cup and the Lip, 
which was the only Hint I ever gave her from 
the beginning to the ending of this Courtlhip, 
that I ever thought there was even fo much as a 
Poffibility of its coming to nothing ; why then 
doth fhe, with fuch Confidence, fay, that fhe 
knew nothing of my being to be married ? Some 
little Time after I was married, my Mother, 
Aunt, Wife and Self, went from Bibury to Lon- 
don -, on the Road thither, my Wife firft began 
to behave herfelf towards me in an odd, fhy, 
unaccountable Manner, which at laft proceeded 
to fuch a Height, that fhe would not fuffer me 
even fo much as to take her by the Hand to 
help her in or out of the Coach, but would call 
her Mother's Footman to do it, never would 
fpeak to me when I applyed to her in Company, 
nor take any the leaft Notice of me when I drank 
to her, though frequently called upon to do it 
by her Mother and Aunt ; and whenever I was 
alone with her would conftantly fcold me, not- 
withftanding any thing, except ill-natured Re- 
F % plies 
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plies and bad Ufage, that I could do to prevent 
it, till fhe was tired and went to fleep ; this 
Behaviour "of hers, made me, when in London, 
not behave myfelf with that Love, Tendernefs 
and Refpect, that new-married Men ufually 
fhew towards their Wives ; yet even then I 
ihewed as much Fondnefs for her as ever I had 
done during our Courtfhip. On the Road, com- 
ing from London, my Mother ferioufly asked 
me if I knew any Reafon for my Wife's thus 
behaving herfelf, I afiured her I did not, and 
defircd her to talk with her Daughter to fee if 
fhe could tell her any : Whether fhe did or no, I 
cannot poflibly fay, but the next Day my Mo- 
ther aclvifed me to flight her, which I accord- 
ingly did, and when I took my Leave of her at 
Bibury, to come to Pinkney, took little or no 
Notice of her : To Pinkney I came •, after Supper 
your Sifter faid fhe had a Mind to drink a Glafs 
or two of Punch, if I would drink fome with 
her ; I told her I would ; then, fays fhe, you 
fliall help to make it, to which I agreed : Whilft 
we were making the Punch, fhe faid to me, I 
will not come to Bed to you to Night ; then I 
will come to you, faid I ; me anfwered, do as 
you pleafe : I accordingly went, took her in 
my Arms and kiffed her, and was furprized fhe 
did not return them with that Warmth fhe ufually 
<1k1, and asked her what was the Matter? fhe 
i.nd, you have another Woman ; I reply'd, what 

fignifies 
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fignifies that, and kifs'd and talk'd : In lefs than 
a Minute fhe told me fhe would come to me 
the next Night, which fhe did, and every Night 
after whilft I ftaid at Pinkney, except the lafr, 
which was a Week longer than I defigned, oc- 
cafioned by this Accident : I defired her not to 
come to me on fuch a particular Night, telling 
her, I defigned going the Day following to Bi- 
bury ■, yet' Ihe came, and pretended fhe would 
not let me lie with her j but I quickly got over 
that Difficulty, told her what my Mother had 
faid to me about flighting her Daughter •, as I 
found fhe defired it, I would flay another Week, 
if fhe would not come to me the laft Night or 
two I flayed, and fhe kept her Promife. When 
I next went to Bibury, I did not immediately 
find that my flighting my Wife had produced any 
good EffecT:, yet in a few Days I did, and we 
went on tolerably well together. I, as yet, fpent 
my Time between Bibury and Pinkney, in the 
fame Manner as I had done during the Court- 
fhip, till I received a large Part of rriy Wife's 
Fortune ; which, with a Thoufand Pounds my 
Mother and Aunt lent me, and Seven Hundred 
and Fifty Pounds that I borrowed at Briftol, en- 
abled me to pay off the Mortgage of Eight Thou- 
fand Pounds that was upon my Eftate. Now my 
Grandmother and your Sifter went from hence 
to live at Sidbury, and infifted on my going with 
them ; it was with fome Difficulty that they pre- 
vailed 
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vailed on me. To Sidbury we went ; I ftayed 
there about three Weeks ; during which time, 
your Sifter and I were perpetually together: She 
made me promife her that I would come again 
the next Winter and ftay there a Month or fix 
"Weeks. It was this Summer that you came to 
Sidbury to live with my Grandmother, but on 
what Motive you beft can tell, whether to fave 
Money, as you yourfelf told me, or to bear 
your Sifter Company : This I am certain of, that 
fhe in her Letters told me that fhe had done 
every thing that was in her Power, both with 
you and my Grandmother, to prevent your con- 
tinual ftay there. I told her that I thought fhe 
was wrong, for you would not only be a very 
good Companion for her, but be the Means of 
bringing a great deal more Company to the 
Houfe then poffibly could come were you not 
there ; but faid fhe, it will prevent your coming, 
and I prefer your Company to that of all the 
World. 

From Sidbury to Bibury I went •, ftayed there 
fome little Time, then, with my Wife, Mother, 
and Aunt, came to Pinkney : After fome fhort 
ftay, my Mother and Aunt left us and returned 
to Bibury : My Wife and I went on tolerably 
well together, having a good deal of Company, 
and being feldom or ever alone with her but at 
Nights, yet not fo well but that I heartily re- 
pented my having married her •, and now com- 
paring 
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paring, in my own Mind, the different Beha- 
viour of the two Women, that the one ever had 
done all Things that was in her Power to make 
me happy whilft I was with her, and that the 
other daily did and faid all Things that fhe could 
to make me unhappy, I firft began to love your 
Sifter, and in my Letters to her told her fo, which 
I had never before done, either by Word or Let- 
ter : In thefe Letters I poured fourth my whole 
Soul to her, and laid fuch Things as Love can 
Influence a fincere Man to fay ; to thefe Letters 
I received as warm and paffionate Anfwers as, 
I believe, ever were wrote ; warmer than I ever 
read. My Wife and I went to vifit her Mother, 
it being the Time of Burford Horfe-Races •, flay- 
ed fome little Time with her, then went to vifit a 
Relation of my Wife's, who treated us with 
great Goodnefs and Generofity j at this Place 
my Wife quarrell'd with me again, but for what 
Reafon I never yet knew or heard, nor can I fo 
much as guefs at it : From this Place we returned 
to Bibury again. After fome few Days flay here, 
I went to Pinkney, from thence to Sidbury, where 
you then was ; you went into Lincolnjhire in a 
Day or two, as your Sifter had before informed 
me you would, and defired that I would then 
come, which I accordingly did, as you muft re- 
member : In your Abfence, (he, feveral times be- 
fore my Face, laboured as heartily as fhe could 
with my Grandmother to prevent your Return, 
and once quarrelled with me becaufe I would 

not- 
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not affift her ; From which time I was forced to 
do it, and we both of us ufed our utmofl: En- 
deavours to prevent it but to no Purpofe. From 
this Place I went to Bibury ; flayed two or three 
Days; came to Pinkney with her and a young 
Lady a Relation of hers. I did not find that 
my Abfence, and my having been in Shropjhire 
had wrought any good with my Wife, becaufe fhe 
now conftantly fcolded me whenever I was alone 
with her ; I therefore determined to fee whether 
Jealoufy would work any good upon her ; there, 
fore I affected, before her Face, to carefs her Re- 
lation, and to behave with great Civility and 
ComplaiCince to her, which my Wife taking 
Notice of, asked me the Reafon of it ; I told her 
it was becaufe fhe behaved civilly towards me, 
which if fhe herfelf would, I fhould prefer her to 
all the World ; but fhe, difdaining to do it, made 
us on very ill Terms. If I fpoke to her before 
Company, fometimes fhe would Anfwer, and 
fometimes fhe would not ; when I drank to her 
as I always did every Meal, fhe never deigned to 
look at me, nor fuffer me to hand her in or opt 
of the Coach, but defired a Footman to do it for 
her; this fhe conftantly did every Sunday in the 
Face of the Congregation. The following Spring, 
having Bufinefs, I went to London, and was 
there met, at my Defire, by your Sifter : I had 
now a Fit of the Gout, which detained me in 
London longer than I defigned, which gave 

great 






great Offence at Home, though I left Town as 
foon as I was able, and fooner than moft People 
would have done, and fooner than I ought to 
have done, had I regarded only my own Health; 
for all the following Summer I had the Gout 
continually flying about me. The Day after I 
came Home, my Mother and my Aunt left Pink- 
ney, where they had been to bear my Wife 
Company during my Abfence ; my Mother hear- 
tily out of Humour with me for my long Stay 
in London, though <he knew the Reafon of it, 
and faw I could hardly then hop about : Pre- 
fently after this, I had a frefh Attack of the 
Gout, was forced to lie by myfelf, and kept 
my Bed one Day, my Wife never once offered 
to come near me, nor fent to know how I did ; 
(he was very big with Child, therefore I could 
not fondle and carefs her, but I did every Thing 
in myPower to avoid giving her Uneafinefs -.and 
let her fay or do what fhe would, I never made 
her an ill-natured Reply, or once contradicted 
her : My Mother and my Aunt came again to be 
with her during her lying-in ; I did not in that 
Interval fhow any great Love or Tcndernefs for 
her, not having any, and I cannot diffemble. 
Being heartily tired of my Wife, I wrote to your 
Sifter, and engaged her to go and live Abroad 
with me, but on my Wife's Recovery, and 
better Behaviour, I defired her to ftay till I had 
another Child. This Summer my Grandmo- 
G ther 
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thcr had a ftroke of the Paliy, which the People 
that were about her thought would kill her-, 
they therefore fentMefifengers to all her Grand- 
Children to inform them of it : I fet out im- 
mediately, went to Sidbury, a few Days after- 
wards your Sifter Betty came, expecting to meet 
me there : You, Sir, would not come, nor did 
till fome Time afterwards, when you were afcer- 
tained that fhe was in no immediate Danger of 
Death ; neither would your Sifter have came, 
but for the almoft Certainty of meeting with me; 
for by the Accounts that had been fent us, we 
both expected to find my Grandmother dead. 
Here we mutually lamented our Misfortune that 
I was married ; for your Sifter was then, and is 
now thoroughly fatisfied in her own Mind, that 
I fliould have publickly married her whenever 
I could have afforded it. We parted very good 
Friends ; I agreed to fee her again the Beginning 
of the Winter, but was prevented by having 
engaged myfelf in Lord Berkley's new raifed 
Regiment ; my engaging gave great Offence to 
my Wife. The firft Time I left the Regiment 
and came Home from Briftol to fee my Wife, 
which was within a Week after the Regiment was 
arrived at Briftol, as foon as I came into the 
Room fhe left it, and I faw her no more till 
Supper ; after Supper ihe fcolded me till I turned 
her out of the Room ; fhe then told me, if I 
would let her come back again fhe would be 

quiet, 
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qir.er, which fhe was for about five Minutes » 
then I turned her out of the Room again, anil 
would not let her come in any more that Night; 
when I went to bed to her (he began again, and 
it was not in my Power to prevent her by any 
thing I could do or fay, ft (he fairly talked til! 
fhe was tired, and then went to deep. I returned 
the next Morning to Briftol, which furprifed 
Lieutenant-Colonel Vane, my commanding Offi- 
cer, who had formerly been my School-Fellow, 
and had told me that I fhculd be abfent f 
the Regiment a-, much as I plcafcd, and we 
hod agreed that I mould go Home every Satur- 
day, and return every Tuefday, which I fully dc- 
figned doing; yet as I was fo ill ufed, I frayed 
away a Fortnight ; fame to Pinkney again, 
-ftayed my allotted Time; not becaufe I was 
better received atHome, but to prevent its being 
again taken Notice of by our Officers at Brijlol: 
I repeated this four or five Times, but not once 
a Week ; ever found the fame fort of Reception 
at Home, which prevented my bringing any 
of our Officers Home with me, though Colonel 
Vane and others even almoit defired me. I la- 
ving now almofr. learnt my Duty, I afk'd a 
Month's Ablcnce of i -, promifing 

him, that if h- received any Orders for March. 
ing, and vfotffd fend me an Exprefe, I would 
join the Regiment the next Day : Me according-^ 
ly gave me Leave, and I went to Sidbury', 

where 
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where you and your Sifter were, being much 
prefTed by your Sifter fo to do, who had pro- 
mifed me, that if I would be alone with her in 
her Chamber, fhe would with me, and cared 
not what any one either faid or thought •, and 
accordingly we were Hours every Day, as you 
yourfelf know : The firft Time I was with her. 
alone, fhe told me, that if I had not come to 
her, ftie would have come to me. 

Mr. L — came to Sidbury to vifit me, and 
to get my Grandmother and me to affign over 
to him fome Copyhold Lands, Value Fifty 
Pounds, in his Parifh, which he and his Family 
-' had told us we had a Right to ; though as it 

would have been attended with fome Difficulty 
to have got Pofifeffion of them, we had declined 
being admitted Tenants at his Court : He came 
in fuch a Manner, as made his Return Home, 
that Night, impracticable; therefore, toward 
Evening he told his Sifter Molly, who was then 
at Sidbury, that if he could not have a Bed there 
he would lie at a Farmer's in the Neighbour- 
hood. She told this to your Sifter, and they 
contrived together, that Molly mould quit her 
Room to him, and lie in one of the Maid's 
Chambers. He flayed three or four Days, 
made you and your Sifter promife to return 
the Vifit as foon as I was gone, which you ac- 
cord.ngly did, and were always together for 
**ree or four Months afterwards, either at Sid- 

far/, 
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bury, C<)tv;i, or Kinlet; until you, Sir, as you 
told me, were tired of their Company, being 
vexed at the indecent Liberties Mr. L — ufed 
towards your Sifter-, luffing and toying with 
her before all Sorts of Company-, being alone 
with her in her Bed-chamber Hours every Day ; 
nay, even when flie was in Bed, particularly 
when me had the Meafles -, fhe regularly return- 
ed him Vint for Vifit, was with him alone at 
his own Houfe, as much as he was at Sidbury : 
On my hearing that fhe was recovered of the 
Mcaflcs, I went to Sidbury to fee her-, it being 
about the Time that I had promifed her I would. 
Juft before fhe fickened with the Meafles fhe 
told me, in one of her Letters, if I could not 
leave the Regiment, and come and fee her, fhe 
would, if fhe could, come to Pinkney for a 
Month : I told her that my Wife was to go to 
Ribury, and that was impoffible; but if fhe 
plcafed, I would not come to Sidbury: Shede- 
fircd that I would, which I accordingly did j 
(as I before have faid) when I came there, fhe 
was at Coion, and you and I freely difcourfed 
upon the Subject of Mr. L — 's Courtfhipi which 
from the Manner it was carried on, was by no 
Means agreeable to you, Mr. L — never having 
aflurcd, or fpoke to, either you or your 
Sifter about Marriage, as you faid fhe 
had afllired you. In your Difcourfe with 
me, you told me a great many particular Cir- 

cumllanccs 
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cumftances which your Sifter had not in her 
Letters told me of: When I laft left your Sifter, 
I faw fhe was making her Court to Mr. L— , 
From a Circumftance that I fhall by and by re- 
late ; made her promife me to fend me a regular 
and true Account how it went on, which Ac- 
count I would believe, and not common Fame ; 
fhe affured me fhe would never marry Mr. L — •, 
fhow him then, faid I, that you don't like 
him, aft by him as you did by the laft Man that 
made his Addreffes to you, and the Affair is 
over at once : She told me, fhe could not, but 
promifed to give me a juft and true Account 
by Letter, how the Affair went on. The Cir- 
cumftance that I took Notice of was this, Mr. 
L — , one Night as we were reading and finging 
of Songs, turned to an old Scotch Song that I 
had never heard fung, or taken Notice of be. 
fore, neither could I fee any thing remarkably 
fine, either in the Poetry or Tune; it gave an 
Account of one Douglas going to his Miftrefs, 
telling her that he had killed his Rival, who 
happened to be better liked by her, than him- 
felf; faying, that he fhould be forced to fly to 
England, and defired her to accompany him ; af- 
furing her that Tvieedfide was as pleafant as the 
Banks of the Tarrow ; yet fhe would not go, fhe 
was conftant and died for Grief : This Song Mr. 
L — , in a very particular Manner, declared his en- 
tire Approbation of; forced your Sifter, you and 

me, 
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me, to read over feveral Times, and to confider 
of it. I told him I faw nothing remarkable 
in it but the Conftancy, which was in itfelf 
ridiculous, as the Man was dead; ay, the Con- 
ftancy, replied he. Next Morning, after Break- 
faft, your Sifter held forth largely in praife of 
Conftancy in Love, and happening to talk like 
an experienced Dame, occafioned Mr. L — and 
you to laugh violently •, I fmoothed the Affair 
over as well as I could: Mr. L — being a little 
fhy, reply'd, fome Years ago it would have 
been in the Power of almoft any Woman in 
England to have perfuaded him to marry her, 
but that now he wasolderand wifer; knew the 
real and intrinfick Value of Money, therefore 
could not, nor would not marry any Woman in 
England without a Fortune; your Sifter ftill 
continuing to talk in praife of Conftancy, and 
making it the whole Subject of her Difcourfe 
whilft I ftayed at Sidbury, and permitting Mr. 
L — , though to other Men a remarkable fhy 
Girl, to take what Liberties he pleafed with 
her in Company, and refufing ever to be alone 
with me whilft he was there, made me in my 
own Mind, fully fatisfied that (lie would marry 
him if (lie could ; I therefore the Summer fol- 
lowing, told you fo with great Pofitivenefs ; 
defired you not to fend for her, nor to let her 
know that I was come; yet you did, unknown 
to me, fend to her that Night, to let her know 

that 
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that I was come, and fhe came to Sidbury. The 
next Day, being Sunday, flayed at Home alone, 
kept me from Church, talked to me a great deal 
of the Affair, but told me nothing more than 
fhe had done by Letter. I afked her ferioufly, 
whether fhe would marry Mr. L— or no; fhe, 
anfwered me not : I afked her then why fhe 
fuffered him to ufe fuch Familiarities ; fhe told 
me fhe could not help it : How, laid I, not help 
his being alone with you two Hours at a Time, 
when you are in Bed ? Could you not knock 
upon the Floor with your Shoe, and would not 
Jenny come up to you, and could not you have 
defired her to fit down ? She told me, fhe did 
not think of it; I feemed fatisfied. The next 
Time fhe faw you, fhe flew into a violent Paf- 
fion with you, which, as you had gave her no 
Caufe, appeared to you quite unaccountable. 
You asked me fometime afterwards if I knew the 
Reafon of it ; I told you I did not; yet the true 
Reafon was, beeaufe I had mentioned to her 
more Circumftances concerning her Familiarity 
with L — , than fhe had informed me of by 
Letter. Monday or Tuefday Mifs Molly L — left 
Sidbury, where fhe had been for many Months ; 
on the Wednesday following, we all went to CotoK t 
where Mr. L — fays, I infulted him, but as I 
have declared a Hundred Times fince, fo I do 
now, that I did not mean it as fuch : We came 
back that Night to Sidbury. This Vifit was 

returned 
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returned by Mifs Molly L— only, who came 
to fetch fome of her Cloaths that flie had left 
behind her, and told your Sifter, that neither 
flie, any of her Sifters, or Mr L — would ever 
came to Sidbtlry any more, unlefs lhe returned 
that Vifit ; which on your Sifter's telling me, 
let it be fo then, faid I, and afiure yourfelf that 
Mr L — has not any the leaft Value or Regard 
lor you, for if he had he would not ftand on 
fuch Ceremonies ; for tho' you have done it, yet 
it is not much theCuftom for young Ladies to 
go a Courting ; and afiure yourfelf that if Mr 
L — loves you, you will hear of him again. 
Upon difcourfing your Sifter again about the 
Affair of Mr L — , and afking her, ferioufly, 
whether flie defigned marrying him or not, 
flie told me flie did not know whether he would 
have her or not : I told her the Way to know 
that, was to put a flop to thofe indecent Li- 
berties MrL — ufed her with ; upon which, flie 
faid,flie would gobyherftlftoCW<7», return Molly 
L — 's Vifit, and inExcufe for not having fooner 
done it, fay that flie did not like Mr L—'s 
Manner of Behaviour ; and that flie would not 
be in his Company ever any more, unlefs he 
altered it. I advifed her to do this by Letter 
to Molly L — , but could not prevail, fo to Cot on 
flie went ; what paft there I don't know ; what 
flie told me, I'll relate to you : That Mr L— 
aflured her that he would alter his Behaviour 
H to 
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to her j that he did defign marrying her ; td 
■which fhe replied, that fhe would never have 
him ; which made him, as fhe told me, very 
melancholy and dejected, and he infilled on her 
keeping a Promife lhe had made him before 
I came to Sidbury, of being with him alone (that 
is to fay) without you aMonth together at Coton, 
which fhe agreed to, and told me, when fhe was 
relating this Affair to me, fhe was determined 
fhe would do it, and I made no Manner of 
Objection to it. She appeared to me very un- 
eafy and diffatisfied, faying, that now it was 
all over, and that fhe fhould have a difmal 
Night of it : I told her, that there was no fuch 
thing in Nature as the Philofopher's Afs ; that 
no Body need be unhappy, that had it in their 
Power to do as they pleafed, which fhe had j 
that if fhe preferred marrying of Mr L — , to 
living with me in any Manner that was in our 
Power to do, the Month's Vifit would fet all 
Things right again ; that if fhe found Mr Z.— 
would not have her, fhe fhould ftill be welcome 
to me ; nay, if fhe married Mr L — , and af- 
terwards fhould be unhappy, and would come 
to me, I would go with her, and live with her 
out of England: She told me, fhe would never 
go out of England, but that if I would live with 
her in England, and fay that fhe was my Wife, 
fhe would publickly live with me ; I told her 
that was impoffible, but if fhe would go with 

me 
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me to France for fome little Time, and write 
to fome Friend in England, that I had perfuaded 
her of the Lawfulnefs of a Man's having two 
Wives, and had accordingly married her ; to 
which flie had the more readily confented, be- 
caufe me knew that I had lived very unhappy 
with my firft Wife, and that fhe was fure a Se- 
paration would be for our mutual Happinefs, 
and becaufe fhe had always loved me ; To which 
me feemingly agreed, and faid, that as foon 
as the Month's Vifit was over, fhe would go 

and ftay'with her Sifter Be L at Lincoln^ 

and entirely put Mr L— off. This Night your 
Sifter, after fhe went up Stairs into her own 
Chamber, cried violently -, which I hearing, 
went to her, and the Maid left the Chamber ; 
I told her I would do any Thing in my Power 
to make her eafy and happy ; fhe told me, fhe 
fhould lofe her Reputation if fhe ftayed with 
me in the Houfe, therefore defired I would let 

her go the next Day to Mr R -^'s, or to 

her Sifter D 's. I knew her Meaning, 

fold her that I would go away the next Day if 
fhe defired it. You came out of your Chamber 
Door, and met me as I was coming up Stairs 
to Bed, and afked me, ferioufly, if I knew 
what it was that gave your Sifter fo much Un- 
eafinefs : I told you what fhe had feveral Times 
told me (before fhe defired me to let her leave 
Sidfary) that it was the Fear of lofing her Re- 
H 2 putation 
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putation for having put off Mr L— ; fays you* 
that cannot be the Thing ; fays I, it is what fhe 
told me, fa left you, and went to Bed. Next 
Morning, I went to her before (he wasup, faid 1 
would go away that Day, and that (he had my 
free Confent to marry Mr £— , and left her 
immediately, before fhe could Anfwer me. At 
Breakfaft fhe defired me to ftay two or three 
Days longer, and afTured me that fhe never 
would marry Mr L— , but would live with 
me in any Manner that I thought proper: Yet 
a Day or two after talking in the Great Parlour 
of the great Uneafinefs and Fears that fhe was 
in, left fhe mould have proved withChild when 
fhe was with you at Batb ; I reply'd, I wifh 
you had proved with Child, which if you had 
we fhould now have been both happy •, fhe an- 
fwered, I was then frightened out of my Wits, 
and fo I fhould now ; I fancy 'd myfelf fo, yet 
there is nothing but that can ever make me 
happy. She feveral Times, when I was alone 
with her, defired that I would kifs her and treat 
her in the fame Manner before Company, as 
Mr L — did, undoubtedly with Defign that 
Mr L — fhould hear of it, and defert her; yet 
whenever I attempted it, fhe feemed not to 
approve of it, and would the next Time that 
fhe could fpeak to me, defire me not to do it: 
Yet at. one particular Time, being the Night 
that I returned from Glow ejfer, to which Place 

I went 
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1 went to join the Regiment, in order to be 
broke, fhe forced me to it. It was from this 
wavering Difpofition of her's, even whilft I was 
upon the Spot, that made me fure that fhe 
would marry Mr L — as foon as I was gone 
away, if me could, and always made me with 
Confidence tell you I was fure of it : For all 
this fhe impofed upon me jufl at laft, before I left 
her : Three feveral times I had at her Defire flay 'd 
three Days at a Time longer than I defigned, 
after that Night's crying ; fhe now defired me 
to flay a Fortnight, and almofl infifted on it : I 
refufed her, faying, at the End of that Fortnight 
you will afk me to flay another •, fhe told me, 
fhe did not know but fhe might, and aflured 
me, that as foon as the Month's Vifit was out, 

fhe would go to her Sifter De L , and 

never think of Mr L — more. I left Sidbury, 
came to Pinkney-, wrote your Sifter a Letter, and 
told her I was thoroughly fatisfied of her Con- 
flancy. I went to Bibury to my Wife, flayed 
there about a Week, came Home by myfelf 
on Horfeback, having Bufinefs ; received your 
Sifter's Anfwer, wherein fhe expreffed much 
Uneafinefs and Difiatisfadtion, I wrote to her, 
and defired her to do thofe Things that would 
tend mofttoherownEafeandHappinefs, with- 
out much regarding that of others, for of that 
fhe could only guefs. My Wife came Home, 
and we were alone together j fhe feeing me un- 

eafy 
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eafy, and apprehending that the Caufe was on Ac- 
count of your Sifter's going to be married, cter- 
nally fcolded me •, which ill Ufage of her's,and the 
Thoughts of lofing your Sifter, almoft drove 
me mad. Fred, came here •, his Company did 
mc much good ; Talking with me one Night 
in the Boivling-Green concerning his Affairs, 
which were not in good Order, and I ferioufly 
thinking of them, intending to give him the 
beft Advice I could, he fuddenly turned round 
upon me, and afked me to kill you -, I replied, 
"Will you lie with my Wife ? No, faid he •, I hate 
her, faid I : He replyed, I would not for the 
World : Nor would fhe let you for the World, 
.faid I. But why then fhould I kill your Brother ? 
Did I fay fo ? Yes, faid I -, you fhould think be- 
.fore you fpeak. 1 then advifed him to lay open 
to you, and his whole Family, the true ftate of 
his Affairs, and doubted not but you would 
affift him before it was too late. Prefently after- 
Wards you came, and brought with you an 
Extract out of my Grandmother's Book, which 
was then kept by your Sifter, of the Monies due 
from each Tenant fhe had, which I before per- 
fectly knew by my Head, and told me that 
your Sifter defired my Directions how fhe was 
to proceed ; you likewife, inConverfation, told 
me that fhe had affured you that fhe would 
never marry Mr L — ; but that her Sifter 

P 's Invitation was of fuch a Sort, that 

flic 
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fhe could not accept it. Your coming here alone* 
and thanking me for having invited you, when 
I only had done it, together with your Sifter, in 

cafe Lady D would not let her come to 

Lincoln^ fully fatisfied me that fhe would marry 
Mr Z. — if fhe could, and had fent you out of 
the Way, that you might be. no Hindrance to 
her ; for I am fure you remember, that when I 
laft parted with you at Sidbury, we agreed 
that you fhould come to Pinkney fome time this 
Summer, ftay here as long as you would, then 
I was to go with you into Lincoln/hire, andafiift 
you in your Scheme of inclofing your Eftate, 
which, as you was with me, I defired you to 
profecute immediately. Some time in Sept ember , 
I received a Letter from your Sifter, telling me, 
that if I would not allure her by the Return of 
the Poft, that I would immediately publickly 
fay fhe was my Wife, fhe would marry Mr 
L — , who had now, for the firft Time, afked 
her to marry him ; fhe anfwejed him, as fhe 
informed me, that at prefcnt fhe had no 
Thoughts of altering her Condition : Prefently 
after fhe received my Anfwer, wherein I told 
her, I never would, and that fhe might marry 
Mr L— , or not, juft as fhe thought proper. 
Mr Z.— afked her again, and fhe confented : 
From which Time, in all her Letters, fhe has 
ever abufed me, not that fhe had any Occa- 
sion of doing it as I know of j for when I 

left 
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left her at Sidbury, I had aflured her, that if fhe 
had a Mind to marry Mr L— , I would not 
come to interrupt their Courtfhip «, and if fhe 
did marry him, ever be alone with her any 
more, or indeed ever fee her in Company, un- 
lefs my avoiding fo to do might make People 
take Notice of it. She told me me loved and 
efteemed Mr L — , hated and defpifed me. I 
accordingly, in my Turn, faid Things that I 
thought would make her uneafy -, but as you 
have feen all thofe Letters, you know the Con- 
tents of them better than I do, for I have not 
anyone fingle Letter of your Sifter's, or a Copy 
of any one Letter I ever fent to her. It is cer- 
tain that I endeavoured to perfwade her not to 
marry Mr L — , and it is as certain that I did 
no one Act to prevent it •, and when by Perfwa* 
fion I could not prevail, I gave her up, wifhed 
her we'll, andaflured her I would eternally keep 
her Secret, as fhe called it. It was not your 
Sifter's perfwading my Grandmother to alter 
her Will, nor Mr L—'s acting as though he 
was entire Mafter of her Eftate, felling and 
cutting down Cordwood that was not fit to be 
cut down, and living in fuch an extravagant, 
expenfivc Manner, that her two Head-Servants 
were determined to leave her ; it was not that 
that could make me go to Sidbury, for I had 
promifed your Sifter, I would not. 

About 
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About this Time me wrote in fuch a Manner 
to your Brother Fred, that I really thought fhe 
was married to Mr L — , afted by his Direc- 
tions, and wanted to bully me out of Money. 
Fred, was amazed at her manner of Writing, 
and was very uneafy at it, and inquifitivcof me 
to know all Things that had ever paffcd between 
his Sifter and me : I told him I had not been 
the Villain to his Sifter fhe faid. I defired him 
to go into 6'bropjbire to find out whether his 
Sifter and Mr L — were married or not, and 
if they were not married, to find out which of 
the two was- averfe to it : In his Anfwer to me, 
he told me they were very fond of one another, 
but whether they were married or not, he could 
not fay ; but if they were r.ot, he believed they 
would in a little while. I was alone with my 
Wife, who I affure you folemnly had ever fmce 
fhe laft came from Bibury, perpetually fcolded 
me whenever we were fo, feeing me very un- 
eafy , as fhe fuppofed, on Account of your Sifter's 
going to be married, although you yourfclf, on 
my Defire, had frequently perfwaded her to be- 
have otherwife, which fhe has, fince my being 
laft with her, acknowledged, and I, in themoft 
fond endearing Manner poffible, entreated her 
to alter her Behaviour only for one Week, 
which I could not get her to promife, but on 
Condition I would agree to part with her, and 
allow her a feparate Maintenance, and prevail 

I with 
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with her Mother to let her live with her. I told 
her if fhe would try for a Week, and them 
defired it, I would endeavour to prevail with 
her Mother to let her be at Bibury : She pro- 
mifed me fhe would, but did not keep her Pro- 
mifc a Day : Being not able to bear fuch Ufage, 
I went to London -, told my Wife before I went, if 
fhe would get any Body, I did not care who, 
to be with her conftantly in the Houfe, I would 
once more try to live with her, but if fhe would 
not, I never would try again ; and wrote in fuch 
fort to my Mother, that fhe plainly faw 1 was 
determined to part with my Wife, unkfs fhe 
altered her Behaviour. I declare folemnly, I 
never once began quarrelling with her, very 
feldom or ever gave her a mifs Word, never 
till highly provoked ; though after I had tried 
all other Ways in vain, I have, when fhe has 
been in Bed a fcolding, poured out of a Bottle 
a little cold Water upon her, which, though it 
had not an immediate good Effect, yet talking 
of the Bottle did, for two or three Nights,, pro- 
cure me quiet ; but at laft that failed me, fo 
that I had nothing left for it but Patience, let her 
talk on till fhe was tired and out of Breath, then 
fhe would go to deep. Some little time after I 
was in London, I heard that Mr L— and your 
Sifter were coming to Town to be married,, 
which I really believed to be true. When they 
came to Town, your Sifter fent me Word by 

Fred, 



[ 59] 

Fred, that fhe would not fee me ; yet, as I knew 
that L— did not lodge in the Houfe with her, 
I ventured to call pretty early in the Morning, 
but (lie denied herfelf. In a little while I re- 
ceived a Mefiage by Lord D , to this Ef- 
fect ; that if I would not give her Sidbury 
Eftate, I fhould be profecuted. I told him, 
I would not, that they could do me no Hurt . 
that fhe pretended to be my Wife ; nay, faid he, 
they mentioned nothing of that to me, fo I will 
neither tell you what they faid, nor them what 
you faid ; was in hafte, and left me ; but told 
me I might come to him the next Day at One 
o'Clock, and tell him the whole Story if I 
pleafed. I accordingly told him the whole 
Story, in a fhort Manner, which when he had 
heard, he faid we had both ufed him very ill 

in letting him talk to Mr S concerning 

his, or his Wife's propofing me to Mrs 

W as a fit Match for her Daughter, 

therefore he would have nothing to fay to either 
of us. I defired him in the ftrongeft manner 
I poffibly could, to interpofe, and if it was in 
his Power, to prevent two young People, his 
Relations, from ruining one another's Repu- 
tation for no End or Purpofe. He faid he 
would confult a Friend of his that had a better 
Head than himfelf, and act the Part of an honeft 
Man. I was ftrangely diffracted in my own 
Mind to find out what L — meant, fometimes 
A** I 2 fancying 
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fancying that they were married, fometimes that 
they were not, and that L— > as I would not 
give him the Eftate, would, by ruining your 
Sifter's Reputation, take Occafion to declare off. 
Not knowing what to make of it, I, by Fred. 
defired to fee them, under pretence of giving 
an Anfwer to the Meffagemyfelf ; accordingly, 
a Time was appointed ; I went to your Sifter's 
Lodging fomewhat before the Time, thinking 
poffibly I might then fpeak to her by herfelf, 
but could not ; L— came in Twenty Minutes ; 
I ftayed about Ten Minutes afterwards : Your 
Sifter not coming intq the Room, I went away, 
thinking that it was nqt impoffiblc but I might 
yet fpeak with her alone. I fent her a I ,etter by 
Fred, telling her, thatL — was going to ruin her - H 
(defired her to quit the Villain for an Hour, and 
talk with me. This Letter was directed for 
Mifs 5 — ?-• Fred, brought it back to me a- 
gain, and faid, that both his Sifter and Mr L— 
faid it was nof for her, yet they had read it. I 
was now in my own Mind fure that they were 
married, told Fred, fo, but he fancied they were 
not, yet could not tell what to make of it, and 
agreed with me to go pretty early the next 
Morning to. your Sifter's Lodgings, not to let 
her know that I was with him, and to talk to 
her without £-- -_ if it was pofiible^ but it was not, 
unlefs I would have done it by Force ■, I fuppofe 
fys fent for L— ? . for he-came- prefently after- 
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wards, Went immediately into her Bed-chamber, 
without rapping at the Door or any otherCere- 
niony, came and told me that as her Affairs were 
at prefent in Lord D — 's Hands, fhe would not 
fpeak with me. I accordingly went away, and 
gave up all Thoughts of feeing her but in Com- 
pany with L — , which I did in a Day or two af- 
terwards -/told her theMeffage I received from 
Lord D — •, ay, faid fhe ; I replied, and if I give 
you theEftate you will marry thatMan,looking at 
L — •, ay, why not? faid fhe, to which L.likewife 
affented. I told her I would not increafe her 
Fortune a Farthing if fhe married him ; L— faid, 
that when he courted MifsS — firft, he took her 
to be Mifs ,S— with 2000/. Fortune, that Part 
of his Eftate was fo fettled that he could not give 
it to whom he pleafed, and therefore with that 
Fortune could not now afford to marry her : I 
laughed at him, and he threatened me withPro- 
fecution : I told him and her they could get no- 
thing but Infamy and Shame by it ; fhe faid, 
Revenge •, and he fwore that I fhould beprofe- 
euted. Your Sifter all this Time had never once 
looked at me, tho' I endeavour'd to catch her 
Eyes as much as poffible, fancying that by her 
Looks I could better find out her Meaning than 
by her Words ; accordingly I fixed my Eyes on 
the Fire, ruminating on what had paffed, with a 
Defign of fuddenly turning them on her : Mr 
£y: f?id fomething to me, which, thp' I heard 
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the Sound I knew not a fingle Word he faid, I 
told him I did not underftand him, I think, faid 
he, I fpeak plain enough and would not repeat 
it : I fuddenly turned my Eyes on your Sifter 
and faw fhe was attempting to cry, which puts 
me in Mind of another Circumftance that hap- 
pened when Fred, and I went in the Morning to 
try if it was poffible to talk with her without/, — ; 
fhe had fattened her Chamber Door, we both 
fpoketoher, fhe anfwered in fuch a Manner that 
I thought fhe was crying •, at laft flie let Fred, iri- 
to her Chamber : When we went away, I took 
Notice of it to Fred. I thought fo too, faid he, 
but fhe did not I affure you. I afked L — what 
made him fo fure that I fhouldbeprofecuted that 
he fwore it, told him I fancied it was noBufinefs 
of his ; he replied, he would do nothing without 
the Confent of all the S — es t with which Anfwer 
I appeared fatisfied, faying, furely they will not 
all do wrong ; afked your Sifter^ how fhe came 
to tell L — any thing of our Affairs j fhe faid fhe 
did not, but that he found it out > I laughed at 
her, and afked her to go into the nextRoom, in 
£— 's View, and talk with me ; fhe returned no 
Anfwer ; L — faid, do as you will, but if you 
do I will give you up •, I replied, after fome 
Paufe, do not ; thinking that I would not furnifh 
him with a Pretence of deferting a Girl, whofe 
Reputation he was going to Ruin. Your Sifter 
faid that fhe had received four Letters from me, 

after 
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after I had gave my Confent that fhe mould 
marry L — , before fhe told him, which muft 
be eight Weeks, . for I wrote to her but once a 
Fortnight, in this Manner : I fent my Letter to 
the Poft-Office on a Saturday, fhe received it 
fome time in the next Week ; on the Saturday 
following fent her Anfwer to the Poft-Office, 
which I always received on the Wednefday, and 
anfwered it on the Saturday following. We next 
talked about my Grandmother's Health, Coun- 
try Affairs and other Things, that I thought of 
lefs Confequence ; I wilhed your Sifter well, and 
left her, tho' at firft, when I went into the 
Room,thinking they were vilhinoully contriving 
to ruin myCharacter without advantaging them- 
felves, I took no more Notice of them, than if 
they had been two Statues. Fred, was coming 
away with me, they defired him to ftay ; the 
next Time I faw him, I afked him, what they 
faid after I was gone ; he faid, h — tald your 
Sifter lhe had a Mind to talk with me, and lhe 
ftid fhe had not, I next endeavoured, hear- 
tily, to fee your Brother Tommy, as we ufually 
called him, but was difappointed three fucceflive 
Days-, which Fred, telling L— of, Ifuppofehe 
told him fome Tale •, for the next Day I receiv'd 
an abufive threatning Letter from him ; in An- 
fwer to which, after having exprefled fome Dif- 
dain at the Threats, I defired him, as I have 
fince done all of you, to be at the Pains of 

knowing 
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knowing the Truth of the Affair, and a« I faid 
at the Beginning, partly referred myfclf to him : 
Prefently after I received a Letter from Fred. 
telling me I had impofed on him, and he would 
never fee me more, except in Company with Mr 
L — and his Sifter. You came to Town, fent 
jne an abufive Letter, told me you would not 
fee me on any Terms : Being perplexed and 
confounded, I delivered a Letter at your Sifter's 
Lodgings, directed for her, defiring to meet her 
cafually, as fhe went any where, to have a few 
Minutes Converfation with her, and to let me 
know from her Window, in half 'an Hour, whe- 
ther fhe would or not. Accordingly I went by 
her Window in half an Hour, and fawZ, — and 
your Brother Tommy there, which fully fatisfied 
me, that L— - cither was married to, or had 
promifed you all that he would marry your Sifter, 
if you let him do as he pleafed by me ; and from 
his Character* I knew what I had to expect *. 
Yet I eeafednot doing everyThing in my Power 
to prevent your publifhing this Affair, and no 
Man ever took more true Pains to fo little Pur- 
pofe. 

* Mr L. has tie Character of perfecting thofe he has Ill- 
will to, with great Rancour and Malice, without regarding 
euher his own Intereft or Reputation : Hisunjuft and barbar- 
ous Ufage of Mr 5 „, a Man of Truth, Honour, and 

Sincerity, juftifies me in this Remark ; for Mr S n 

has aflured me, he ever was hit Friend, and ever ferved him 
with ZeaL 

By 
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ikaring Manner, if fhe would live with me as a 
Wife, told her, if fhe then refufed, never here- 
after to Reproach me •, fhe refufed, and in a, 
little time I began writing this Letter, which, 
till I had half finifhed, I never underflood what 
you all meant by the Terms, neither am I quite 
fure that I do fo now. Lately my Wife has be- 
haved towards me in a more obliging Way than 
ever fhe did in her Life, and poflibly would not 
be forry to live with me as a Wife ; but I think 
we had better not try again, for tho', perhaps, 
we might at firft agree well enough, I am fure it 
could not laft, and that it will be better for both 
of us to remain feparate ; tho' fhe is a'religious, 
virtuous Woman, frugal enough, and, as to 
her own Perfon, quite parfimonious ; no Lover 
or Frequenter of publick Places, and never once 
in any Matter of Confequence ever difobeyed ; 
and when I was from Home, ever did the 
Things that fhe thought I fhould have done had 
I been at Home ; yet her Tongue, her provok- 
ing and conftantly employed Tongue, would 
certainly rob me of all Eafe and Comfort in 
Life : tired of the Way of Life fhe was in, and 
thinking, that all Delays, concerning the Arti- 
cles of Separation, proceeded from me, fhe 
fcolded me heartily about it : In a Day or two 

afterwards Mr. R came, the Articles were 

executed, and we are feparated, 

L Ha\ iig 
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Having finilhed this long, tedious, and to al} 
but the concerned, mod trifling Tale, which 
you have forced me to make publick by yours, 
and every one of your Family's utter Refufal of 
feeing me, unlefs I will entirely give to your 
Sifter an Eftate worth between thirteen and 
fourteen thoufand Pounds, together with your 
publifhing a falfe Tale in the General Evening 
Poji. 

No Man more ftrenuoufly ever endeavoured to 
gain any Point than I have done, to be admitted 
in a private Manner, to attempt to juftify myfelf 
to you, and your Family, but all in vain ; nay, 
even fince this has began to be printed, 
I told you by Letter I would not publifh it, if 
you defired the contrary ; but the Reverfe of 
that appearing, I am willing the World fhall 
judge of me as I am, and not think me the 
Villain you have in vain attempted by Abufe 
and Lies to make them believe me to be : You 
may be furprized, that I have made no mention 
pf a Marriage in the Fleet ; my Friend, thro 11 
whofe Hands I conveyed this to the Prefs, blot- 
ted out what I faid relating to it, it being of no 
Gonfequence, either to you, or any of your Fa- 
mily. It has been declared by you, and in the 
moft publick Manner, that I, by great Labour 
and Afliduity, debauched your Sifter, then 
married her, next attempted to poifon her with 
Laudanum, afterwards tnarried my prefent 

Wife 
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Wife unknown to her, then perfecuted her 
with my Company, and by Lies and Slander 
prevented her marrying Lancelot L — , Efq. 
a Gentleman of great Parts, large Eftate, 
&t. and entered into a Confederacy with Fred. 
that he fhould get to Bed with my Wife. 

Did not you, in Anfwer to one of my Let- 
ters fent you before this Affair Was publick, 
earneftly defiring to fee you, telling you, I fan- 
cied you knew not the true State, for that if 
you did, you would aft otherwife, tell me, that 
I was mad, and that you knew every Thinw I 
could inform you of; if fo, Sir* why do you 
publifh a falfe State of the Cafe ? what good End 
will it anfwer ? is it of any Confequence to thirty 
People in the World, who is the moll abandoned 
your Sifter or me ? I thought it would have 
too much broke into the Tale had I related 
what ufually parted in thofe private Conven- 
tions between your Sifter and me, which I have 
before reprefented, I very induftrioufly avoided 
in the firft of them at Pinkney (which was after 
ihe had filently confented) as I flood by her 
talking of indifferent Things, fhe took me by 
the Hand, and asked me to let down, mean* 
ing on her Lap, with my Face to her, I did fo, 
kiffed her, and told her I thought I was too 
heavy for her, No, faid (he, I mould be proud 
to bear your Weight, and clafped me round 
the Waift, preffed me hard to her, I (till killing 
L 2 of 
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of her, and asking her to lie with her, (he re- 
plying, marry me then, I will, faid I, if I get 
you with Child, or if 1 don't cure your Love ; 
do it then in fuch a Manner, faid (he, as I (hall 
not be able to prove it ; No, faid I, not whilft 
my Grandmother lives ; do what you have a 
Mind, (he replied, I am fure you can't do 
any Thing that will be either difpleafing or 
affronting to me, but I will never confent: 
Such as thefe were all our latter Converfations, 
whenever we were alone, therefore I avoided 
them ■, not that I pretend to boaft more Conti- 
nence or Chaftity than other Men ; I ever in- 
dulged all my Paffions, which undoubtedly was 
the Reafon why, at that time, I had not any 
greater Liking to your Sifter than to other 
Women ; therefore would not lie with a Girl, 
whofe Welfare I would have as induftrioufly 
promoted as you, or any of her Brothers ; I 
fay I would not, tho' I had it in my Power to 
have done it any Day for Years, for (he never, 
till lately, ever fcrupled bemg with me alone in 
any Place, or any Manner, nothing but her 
violent, and, as I thought, dangerous Illnefs, 
and being invited by her into Bed, made me 
then do it, on the ridiculous Terms I before men- 
tioned, which I verily believe were not defigned 
to be kept by either Party, I am fure they were 
not by me i neither had I then lain with her, 
let what would have been the Confequence, had 

(he 
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fhe not agreed, that I fhould marry another. 
Woman: She confented that I fhould marry 
feveral, yet I never ferioufly fet about it, till I 
was Cure fhe could bear it. 

When I married Mifs W , I loved her 

as well as I loved your Sifter the Day before I 
went to Bed to her, and determined to. make 
her a good Husband, not. doubting but that 
your Sifter's Pride and Virtue, when abfent 
from me, would enable her to overcome, her 
Paul on, that fhe would reflect, that it was im- 
poffible for us to live together publickly in 
England: But, as. I before obferved, my Wifo 
and I quarrelled foon after we were married, 
becaufe I did not go to Church with her twice 
the firft Sunday afterwards, that being the only 
Reafon fhe ever gave me for her firft flighting Be- 
haviour, and as for her laft, began as I before 
related, whilft from Home a vifiting, I could 
never get any. I began to love your Sifter, 
finding Eafe whenever I was with her, and Un- 
eafinefs when with my Wife ; and as fhe al- 
ways aflured me fhe never would have any 
Thing to fay to any other Man ; I thought I 
had better live with her, and be eafy any where, 
than live in England, and be uneafy ; therefore 
I engaged her to live with me abroad, pre- 
fently after the Birth of my Son ; but on my 
Wife's altering her Behaviour, I prevailed with 
her to flay longer. — Having now told you, 

and 
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and the Publick, the whole Truth, what am 
I to do, or what do you expect, your Sifter 
never having yet kept any Promife of Confe- 
quence fhe ever made me, has no Claim, of 
well-grounded Expectancy, that I mould keep 
any ; yet was I fure that it was my Letters 
and not L — 's Ficklenefs and better Acquain- 
tance with her, that prevented their marrying, 
poffibiy I might do fomething : The indecent 
Manner in which they lived, whilft laft in 
London, (hocked even the Miftrefs of a Lodg- 
ing Houfe, who was afraid of loofing her Re- 
putation, and warmly expoftulated the Affair 
with your Sifter ; told her fhe would difcredit 
her Houfe by letting a Man be alone with her 
nil three or four o'Ciock in the Morning, how. 
ever innocently they might pafs their Time. 
Yours, 

Tho. Est. Cresswell. 
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